~ Henopoyne 3avarrs IIpecBsiToi boropoauui - 22 rpyaus 2019
Immaculate Conception — December 22 2019

KateapanbHuit Xpam cepeyHo BiTae BCix Hawwmx napadisiH i roctei koTpi npubynu Ha Hawi BorocnyxeHHs.
The Metropolitan Cathedral would like to extend a warm”WELCOME?” to everyone, who is with us today,

Anocron: Edecsn 6:10-17
Epistle: Ephessians 6:10-17

€Banrenis Big Jlykm 13:10-17
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17

CJIABA ICYCY XPUCTY!

especially, all visitors. God Bless You.

MNOPAOK BOT'OCJIVIKEHD Bix 23 rpyans a0 29 rpyaus 2019
SCHEDULE OF LITURGIES from December 23 to December 29 2019

Byab nacka, nam’AATanTe Npo WOpPiYHYy NOXEepPTBY Ha NiATPUMKY Haworo ¢oHay
BiAHOBMNeHHA kategpu. Mu gskyemo 6araTtboMm, XTO LLOTWXKHA XXePTBYHOTb Ha NiATPUMKY coHAy.
Hawa meTa - 3i6paTty 6nm3bko $ 50,000.00 Ans NOKPUTTA OCTAaHHLOIO NPOEKTY, BiAHOBIEHHA
BiTpaxiB. Bawa no6po3nynuBictb Ta WweapicTb AyXe ANA Hac Baxnuea. Ha cborogHiliHin aeHb
noxeptByBaHo $ 23,000.

Please remember your annual gift to the parish for the support of our renovation fund.
We thank the many who are giving weekly in support of the Cathedral. Our aim is to collect
around $50.000.00 to cover the last of the window project. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated. To date $ 23,000 has been donated.
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Lim MpecBsaToi PoauHu npoBoanTtb wopiyinn PECTUBABAIJIL CBITJIIB. ByabTte weapi y
BalLOMYy pi3ABAHOMY NOXepPTBUBaHI, Wo6 BoHM Mmornu gocartm metn $80,000. CneuiansHi KOHBEpPTH
3HaxoAATbCA Ha cToni npu Bxoai Ao Cobopy.

Holy Family Home is holding their annual FESTIAVAL OF LIGHTS. Please be generous in
their Christmas appeal, so that they can reach $ 80,000.00 goal. Special envelopes are on the table at
the entrance of the Cathedral.

AAKEAIAAARKRAKRAAAKRKAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAhhhhiiiixk

Haragyemo — nepepn-pi3aB’saHa cnoBigb BiadbyaeTbcsa B m’ATHULIO 3 ciyHa 2020, no4aTok o
roguHi 18:00, ax oo konu 6yae noTpidbHo. NMpocumo, 3anam’siTanTe L0 BaXnMBy AaTty.

We remind all our parishioners that Christmas Confessions will be held on January 3rd 2020
beginning at 6:00 p.m. to whatever time will be needed. Please reserve this important day.

MoHeainok Bignpas He 6yae
Monday, 23 No service
BisTopok 9:00 paHo | +MapTa Pynan — CeBens Toaaluyk (ceno)
Tuesday, 24 | 9:00 a.m. +Marta Ruday — Sylvia Todaschuk (selo)
Cepepna, 25 | 9:00 paHo +CTtedhbania Nycap — Mapisa Kpacynsik (ceno)
Wednesday | 9:00 a.m. +Stefania Husar — Maria Krasulak (selo)
YetBep, 26 9:00 paHo +Pacon Jli YHinoBcbkui — IBaHka JleBaHgocbka (ceno)
Thursday 9:00 a.m. +Russell Lee Unilowsky — Joan Lewandoski (selo)
M’sTHULS 1:00 non +EpHecT Topauwyk, Poc Cteu-CtagHuk, CteBeH BonTtep — CylnBi;l To.qgmyx
Friday 27’ 1:00 p.m. +Ernest Todaschuk,_ Rose Stech- Stadnyk, Steven Walter Mical — Sylvia
' Todaschuk and family (church chapel)
Cyb6oTa, 28 9:00 paHo +MapTa Pyaawn — IBaHka JleBaHgocbka i FeHpu Ky3s (ceno)
Saturday 9:00 a.m. +Marta Ruday — Joan Lewandosky and Henry Kuzia (selo)
Hepina MpaoTuis / Sunday of Forefathers
. 9:00 paHo | 3a iHTeHUii BCcix napadisH
gﬁﬂana;;/’ 29 9:00 a.m. Intentions of Parisr]ioners ]
11:00 paHo | +Bonoaumupa Kucinescbka — Bia poanHu
11:00 a.m. | +tWolodymyra Kysilewska — from family
CborogHi Anoctona yuTtarotb: 9:00 paHo — [em'sH MeguHCbKUMA
" 11:00 paHo — KOns Npy3nHcbKa e
V Epistle Readers for today: 9:00 a.m. — Demyan Medynskyy V
/g, 11:00 a.m. = Yulia Hruzinska iy

MoniTtbcsa 3a Bcix xBopux 3 Hawoi napadii, Bcix siki npoxxuBaoTb B 6yAMHKax ANA cTaplumx,
OyAnHKax oniku, a TakoX TUX Lo Yepe3 Heayry BaomMa. lpocumo Takox noBigoMuTu napadianbHUn
odic, AKWO XTOoCh Yy NikapHi abo xBopuin BAoma i 6axae wob noro BigBigaTH.

Please remember in your prayers the sick in our Parish, all our parishioners that are residing

at various Senior and Nursing homes and those that are at home. Please also let the parish office
know if anyone is in the hospital or needs a special visit, we will gladly do so.

AKwo BM 3auikaBneHi BAHAaMHATY Hall 3an, NPo BiNbHi AaTW, LiHy Ta 3aMONIBEHHA
3BepTanTecA Ao napadisnbHoro odicy 3a Ten. 204 589 5025.
Parish Hall rental-available dates, prices, & bookings please call the parish office at 204 589 5025.

Holy Eucharist Parish has available a unique booklet entitled “MEDITATIONS FOR THE
PYLYPIWKA FAST” If you are interested, please contact their Parish office.

* * *k% * *kkkkk *kkkkk

CeppaeyHo AsKyeMoO AiTaM, monogi, MornoauM CiM’siMm Ta CTapLuMmMm, 3a Te, WO LWoHeAini
npuxoguTte Ha Jlityprii go uepkBu. Tak npuemo Bac Bcix 6aunTu. NpuxoabTe i NigTPUMYNTE CBIN
xpam. Hexan Mocnogb 6narocnoBuTb BCiX.

We thank everyone, children, youth, young families and the elders for coming to church
every Sunday. It’s so nice and pleasant to see you all. Please keep coming and support your
beautiful Cathedral. May god Bless you all.
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MpopatoTbesa PizaB’siHi AHrenu Ha niaTpumky MapiiHoi roguHm Ha pagiocTtaHuii CKJS. KowT
aHrena $ 5.00. Bu moxeTe KynuTu aHrena B nam’ATb NOMepsiMX YneHiB poauH, abo 3a 340poB’s,
nicnsa koxHoi JliTyprii 6ina Bxoay Ao kategpw. JlackaBo nigTpumanTe Len rigHUM NPoeKT.

Following the Liturgies children will be selling Mary's Angels. Cost is $5.00 each and they
support Marian hour on CKJS Radio. You may purchase an Angel in memory of your loved ones or
for the health of family. Please support this worthy cause.

B e S s e s e e e e e T e

Cepepa, 25 rpyaHs, ue PizaBo 3rigHo 3 rpuropiaHcbkum KaneHgapem! Beim xTo cBATKyE
PisaBo B uen yac, M 6axaemo wacnuBoro Ta cesitoro Pisasa!

Wednesday, Dec. 25" is Christmas Day according to the Gregorian calendar. For those who
celebrate Christmas as this time we wish a Blessed and Holy Christmas.

KRR %

MoBigomnsemo wWo Haw napadisnbHUA pi3aB’AHMNA 06ia BiabGyaeTbLCsA B Heginto, 19 ciuHsa.
KBuTKM MOXHa KynuTu BiA Hawmnx TpocTiB, $20 BiA ocobun a Aitn fo 12 pokiB 6€3KOTOBHO.

Please note that our parish Christmas dinner will be held on Sunday January 19th, tickets are
available from our trustees. Tickets $20.00 per person and children 12 and under free.




Kny6 ceHbopiB, 3onoTi BopoTa, 3ycTpiyaeTbcs koxHoro BiBTipka, B 1:00 nononyaHi, Ha
apyromy nosepci B 6yaumHky Ceno Bina. 3aoxo4yemo Hawwmx ctapwux napadisH npuegHaTucs Ao
uboro knyoy, e npu KaBi Ta CONOAKMM, BOHU AiNATLCA YNTAHHSIMM Ta OOMIHIOIOTbLCSA AyMKaMu.
CeppAeyHo 3anpoLluyemo.

Please remember our Seniors Club, Zoloti Vorota, meets every Tuesday at 1:00 pm in Selo
Vila. We are encouraging our Seniors to join this club, where they share readings, exchange their
thoughts along with good coffee and solodke.

* * *

Micna obuaBox Jlityprin Mn po3gaemo HoBi napadisinbHi koHBepTH Ha 2020 pik. Hawi
LlepKOBHi KaneHAaapi, KOTPMX 3HOBa CNOHCOpYe NoxopoHHe 3aBeaeHHA KOPBAH € Takox roTosi.
MoxHa ix oTpumaTtu npu Bxoai Ao uepksu. [Isikyemo 3a yBary.

Following both Liturgies, we are distributing our 2020 church envelopes and also our
beautiful calendars sponsored again by Korban Funeral Chapel. You will be able to pick them up at
the entrance of the Cathedral.

I'paTynioemo gitam wkonu HenopouHoro Cepus 3a NpeacTaBneHHs AyXKe rapHUX pi3as’siHUX
KOHUEepPTiB MUHYIoOro TuxHs. Bci aitn Buctynunu gyxe rapHo. baxaemo Bcim rapHoi pisaBaHoi
nepepsu.

Once again we congratulate IHM School on the presentation of their two Christmas concerts
this past week. They were beautifully presented. Enjoy your Christmas break.

Ipka CemaHiok askye MapiaHy, Jligii, PiaHHi Ta OpioHy KaHpgi, Mupoci PomaHiok, [koH [JoBHU
Ta PomaHy KopbyTsiky 3a gonomMory 3 npMbpaHHsM pi3aB’siHOI ANIMHKMU, AKa 3HAXOAUTLCA B NepeaHin
YacTuHi uepkBu. Hexamn Bor 6narocnoBuThb.

Irka Semaniuk would like to thank Marian, Lydia, Rianne & Orion Kandia, Myrosia Romaniuk,
John Daughney, & Roman Korbutiak for helping with the Christmas decorations at the front of the
church. May God Bless you all!
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Cepeaa, 25 rpyaHs, ue PisaBo 3rigHo 3 rpuropiaHcbkum kaneHpgapem! Bcim XTo cBATKye
PizpBo B Uel 4yac, My baxaemMmo wacnmeoro Ta ceatoro PizgBa!l

Wednesday, Dec. 25" is Christmas Day according to the Gregorian calendar. For those who
celebrate Christmas as this time we wish a Blessed and Holy Christmas.
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IToxkopa — ne He camo3anepeyeHHs. [lokopa — e He MJIEKAHHA KOMILIEKCY
NPOBMHH Y¥ HeNMOBHOUIHHOCTI. [Tokopa — e 31aTHiCTE BU3HATH NIPaBay, 30KpemMa
nepen Icrunoro. Mu, ik XpucTusinu, Bipumo, mo Icrunorw € I'ocnoab. A 1J1 TOr0

100 s crpaBAi Mir 0yTu ¢BoOiAHMM, MyIIy OYyTH NOKIPHUM i BU3HATH, L0 € 100pHUM.

«/1y1s1 TOrO 1100 3pOCTATH il JOCATHYTH IEBHOIO PiBHA 3PLIOCTI, sl IOBMHEH
HABYHUTHUCH YOMYCh OJHOMY Ka3aTH «TaK», a iIHIOMY — «Hi». Bo sIKI0 TH He BMi€nn
TOBOPHUTH «Hi», TO TBOE «TAK» TO/i HIY0I0 HEe BapTe.

+Baaxkennimuiit CBaTociaB
o o o o L kL o e S o S S R R S S S

IToxkepTBH Ha HHepKBYy / Donations to the church

Jhank 1@ Hegins $ 2,869.00 Sunday Shank 9

Yo Caiukn $ 353.50 Candles (Yot
3opsiHa MNanBopoH MoxepTBa Ha BiAHOBINEHHA KaTeapu $ 2,000.00
fApocnas i ManuHa MNyTbko 3a 300poB’a poAMHU - NOXepPTBa Ha BiAHOBNEHHSA KaTeapu $ 400.00
IpuHa MNaHkeBUY B nam’sitb Mamu CtedraHii B 6 piuHMLIIO — HA BiGHOBMNEHHA $ 300.00
BoraaH i Mapis Bysp B nam’aTb nomepLinx 3 poaMHN — Ha BiAHOBNEHHA Kateapu $ 300.00
Muxain MNaBpunis MoxepTBa Ha BiAHOBNEHHS KaTeapwu $ 300.00
fisna Bopuc B nam’atb CtedpaHii Bopuc — noxepTsa Ha BigHOBNEHHSA $ 250.00
Rosemarie Todaschuk On occasion of Mother’s Birthday — Leo Mol Stained glass $ 200.00
Rosemarie Todaschuk In memory of Father Ernest Todaschuk—Leo Mol Stained glass | $ 200.00
Hina BogHapuyk B naM’aTb My)xa Bonoaumupa - Ha BigHOBNeHHsA Kateapu $ 100.00
MeTpycs i KOpko MaHkeBU4 B nam’saiTb 6aTbka Bonogumupa BogHapyyka — BiAHOBNEHHs $ 100.00
KOpko i NeTpyca NaHkeBU4 B nam’saTb mamu CtedaHii MaHkeBUY — Ha BiAHOBNEHHA $ 100.00
€Ba 3asub MoxepTBa Ha BiAHOBNEHHSA $ 100.00
Sylvia Todaschuk In memory of Ernest Todaschuk, Rose Stech —Stadnyk — Leo $  100.00

Mol Stained glass windows

TaHs lNoke3a MoxepTBa Ha BiAHOBNEHHS KaTeapwu $ 100.00
Mupocnas Bannsk MoxepTBa Ha BiAHOBNEHHA KaTeapun $ 50.00

CboropgHi, 22 rpyaHA CBATKYEMO Benukui npasHuk HenopouHe 3auartTta MpecBaToi
Boropoauui cBATOO AHHOIO.

Today, December 22 we celebrate a great feast of Immaculate Conception of Blessed
Virgin Mary. This is the celebration of the conception of Mary, the Mother of God, by St. Anne.

~ ¥ KaHapincbko YkpaiHcbkui IHcTUTYT MpocBiTa 3anpouwye 31 rpyaHs Ha
HoBopiuyHnnm Bevip. HanepepgoaHi HoBoro, 2020, poky Mu 36upaemocs pa3om,
#1006 NpMEMHO NPOBECTU Yac y CBATKOBIN i Becenii atmocdepi i nobaxaTtn oanH

fogHOMY ycnixiB Ta HOBUX nepemor. CnogiBaemocs, WO CBATKOBUW Bedip B KO
pu:u-mx Ta ,qpy3|B 6yne npmemHol i LikaBol noAieln. Y nporpami: xonoaHa 3akycka, rapsva
Beyepsi, conogke, WamMnaHcbke, HOBOpPiYHa nporpama, irpu, My3vka Ta TaHui. Takox o giten
3aBitTae CB.Mukonai. NouaTtok B 7 Bevopa. LliHa kButkiB: gopocni $50.00, gitn Bikom 8-14 pokis
$25, niTn no 8 pokiB —6e3kOWTOBHO. 3a KBUTKaAMU NpPocumo 3BoHUTU: 204-589-4587 a6o 204-338-
3415. baxaemo Bam i Bawimm 6nu3bkum wacTtsa, pagocTi, 340poB’s | 6narononyyys!

3BepTaeMocA Ao BCiX noaeu, siki NPMXoAATb Ha BignpaBu [O HalOi KaTeapu ane He €
odpiuinHo 3anucaHi B YneHun. 3anpowyemMo Bac 3apeecTpyBaTUCsA A0 Hawoi napadii i B3ATM HeAinbHI
KOHBepTU. OCKiNnbKM MU CKOpO po3nouyHemMo HoBun 2020 pik, ue came 4o6puN vac, wob odiuiHo
cTaTy yneHamu kategpu. [lyxe Asikyemo 3a yBary.

An invitation to all people who come and worship in our Cathedral but are not registered
members. We invite you to register with the parish, take Sunday envelops and be credited for your
donations. As we will soon begin our new 2020 year, this would be a good time to officially register
as members of Sts. Vladimir & Olga Cathedral. Thank you for your consideration.

\ \’/ *kkkk * Fkkkkkkkkkkkk Khkkkkkkkkkkk

3 2 Byab nacka, nam’aTanTe CKNacTu XXepTBY, Ha pi3AB’AHI KBiTU, AKUMW MU NPUKpPALLAEMO Hally
uepkBy Ao cBAT PizaaBa XpucroBoro. KoHBepTH 3HaxoasaTbCA y BalwmMx naketax abo npu Bxodi Ao
uepkBu. [lo cboroaHi noxeprteyBaHo $725.00. Asikyemo!

Please remember to make your donations for the Christmas flowers which will be used to
decorate the Cathedral for Christmas. Special envelopes are in your packages or at the entrance to
the Cathedral. To date $725 has been donated. Thank you



https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://i.pinimg.com/736x/2c/ed/7a/2ced7a679241912cfee03840efbc6dbb--christmas-flowers-poinsettia.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/newcsdtr/christmas-flowers-foliage/&docid=JCqRx-0U2MCBOM&tbnid=ZStYljBfJpEqcM:&vet=10ahUKEwjkm9GE14zYAhVOyGMKHQ1UA0wQMwhbKBQwFA..i&w=500&h=500&bih=665&biw=1008&q=envelopes with christmas flowers&ved=0ahUKEwjkm9GE14zYAhVOyGMKHQ1UA0wQMwhbKBQwFA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://korysniporady.com.ua/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B9-%D1%80%D1%96%D0%BA-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://korysniporady.com.ua/tradici%D1%97-novogo-roku-riznix-kra%D1%97n-svitu/&h=1600&w=2560&tbnid=6YBo_dbd22ONwM:&docid=rXAs9rGvZ7NWmM&ei=1hNrVpDqDabGjwSZ-qb4DQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiQrb77tdTJAhUm44MKHRm9Cd84yAEQMwgLKAgwCA

cBATOI MaTepi AHHM i BOHO Ma€e CBOIO AaBHIO icTopito. BOoHO HOCUo Ha3By
3avatTa cB. AHHM, WO 3avyana Mapiro. | ua Ha3Ba 36epernacs B 6aratbox
LepKBax 0O CbOrofgHi. |lHwa Ha3Ba UbLOro CBsiTa NpuMLLNa Big NaTUHCLKOI
LlepkBu, fIKk nporonoweHHA JormMu, To6To npaBau BipM npo HenopouHe
3auatTta NpecsaTtoi Boropoauui Manoto Miem IX 8 rpyaHa 1854 poky.

Ha3Ba cBATta 3ayatta cB. AHHM rOBOpUTL HaM MpPO Nopgil, sika
Biabynacs, a Ha3Ba — HenopoyHe 3ayaTTs BKa3y€e Ha CyTb LbOro CBSITa,
OCHOBHE MOro 3Ha4YeHHs1 i BUCNOBIIIOE BUCOKY YeCTb, FMAHICTb Ta CBATICTb
Mapii. Yomy npuiwna Has3ea HenopouHe 3ayaTTa? Tomy, WO y NaTUHCbLKIN
LlepkBi noyanu Baupatucsa cymMHiBu npo te, 4y Mapisa 6yna 36epexeHa Big nepBopoaHOro rpixy,
um Hi. LlepkBa ckaszana Tak! | Bigomo, WO XoAaeH rpix, HaBiTb HaWMEHLUUN, He TOPKHyBCSH Ii
NPOTAroM yCcbOro XuTTs. A Lile 30BCiM He O3Ha4ae, Wo BoHa Gyna BinbHa Big CMoKyc 350ro gyxa.
OnaBon cnokywyBaB ii, ane BoHa AoBipsana lNocnopoBi i nepemarana noro cnokycu. 6o y
CeaTtomy lMucaHHi unTaemo, wWo 3nMn gyx cnokywas Tex Icyca, camoro Bbora: «l ckiHuuBLUKM BCi
CNoKycu, AMsBON BigiNwWoOB BiA Hboro Ao fkorocb Yacy» (Jlk 4,13). OTxke, «40 AKOrocb 4acyy, i
3BMYanHo Ginble y NMucaHHi He 3ragyeTbLCA NPO Hanagu cun 3na Ha XpucTa, Xo4 MaeMo npaBo
3noragyBaTucA, WO BOHU 6ynu... Konu cataHa Tak noBogmBcs i3 camum Nocnogom, To LWo
MOXHa ckasatu npo Mapito, wo Oyna Tinbku noaMHow? HanagaB AMABON Ha Hei, ane BOHa
npusuBana TBopusa Ha Agonomory i nepemarana noro. BoHa He 6yna Haa3BUYaMHOIO XiHKOM, a
TaKoK K MW YCi, TiNbKK, LLO XXOAEH rpix He MaB JOCTYNy A0 Hei, 60 BMifl0 BUKOpUCTOBYBana
papu y 6opotb6i 3i 3nom, a wWe Kpaule ckasaTu, Wo ocobnuBolo NoboB’o 6yna npuB’A3aHa Ao
BceBUWHLOro, TomMy NOOGOB NOCTIMHO TopXecTByBana y ii cepui i micusa 3ny He 6yno. He
MOXeMO 3aMoBYaTH ii BAHATKOBOro npuBinero: 6yna sBué6paHoto Ha MaTtip CuHa Boxoro.

IcTopin cBATa nonsira€c B 3QiNCHeHHi 06iTHULI, AaHOi Borom HawuM npapoguyam B pato.
Bor o6iusB nocnatu nogam CnacuTtens i Tak ckaszaB Ao 3Mif-gusABona: «5 noknaay BOpoOXHe4vy
MiX TO6010 i XiHKOIO, i MiXk TBOIM MOTOMCTBOM Ta ii NOToMcTBOM. BOHO po3yaBuTb TOGi ronosy,
a TM Oypew HamaraTucs BRn'ACTUCA WOMY B N’ATy». CbOrogHillHE CBATO — L Big3Ha4eHHSA
3a4aTTs AHHOK A04KM, 06iLsiHOI Borom xiHku, - Mapii. 3auaTTa TOI, KOTpPa € NO4YaTKOM cnaciHHA
noaen. BoHa BinbHa Big nepBopoaHoro rpixa, € NMpeHenopo4yHoro, HaA KOTPOKO AUABON He MaB
HisIKOi Bnagm i Hikonu ii He 6yge MaTu HaA Her, HaBiTb TiHb rpixa ii HikonM He AOTOPKHynacH.
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Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary

This feast which is given the Rank of Solemnity in the liturgical calendar has been
celebrated since the seventh century. It is the celebration of the conception of Mary, the Mother of
God, by St. Anne. Pope Clement Xl in 1708, in his bull, Commissi Nobis, established the feast as
a Solemnity for the Church.

The Immaculate Conception is one of the four Marian Dogmas that was proclaimed as infallible
teaching by Pope Pius IX on December 8, 1854. Blessed Mother immaculateness is especially
stressed on the feast of her conception: “This day, O faithful, from the saintly parents, begins to
take being the spotless lamb, the most pure tabernacle, Mary, the only immaculate one.” No sin,
no fault, not even the slightest, ever marred the perfect sanctity of this masterpiece of God’s
creation. For hundreds of years, the Church has believed this and has honoured her in this way.

PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 2019-2020

Christ is born! Let Us Glorify Him!
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9:2)

“God is With Us, Understand This All You Nations! And Be Humbled, For God Is With Us!”

This is a glorious and wonderful refrain sung at our liturgical services during this season. We have to
admit it is very memorable and we might find ourselves singing this truth throughout the year, particularly
when spirits are low and we need to remind ourselves of God’s presence in our personal lives and the life of
our church.

In fact it points to a mystery about the human person—presence. Why is “presence” so important to
us? How is it that this “presence” can change our disposition? When a person is present to us it changes
how we think and feel and act. Even more so is the case when we are present to those who are present to
us.

For instance, when a parent gives a child a warning not to sneak a snack just before a meal, it
makes a big difference if the parent stays in the room or leaves the room. Or if a parent is there to calm the
pain of a child who fell and hurt itself. Likewise, if you are driving and, say, you're late for an appointment.
The temptation to speed is more under control if you see a police car in your rear view mirror. Yet how
comforting is the presence of a police officer to assist in roadside trouble. Or if you are overwhelmed by
those you love at a surprise party in your honour. The presence of so many you care for completely changes
your heart.

The same is so true of our awareness of Jesus in our lives. Hopelessness and despair can be dealt
with much more easily when we are aware of God’s presence. This is especially true for those who find
themselves in armed conflict while they defend human dignity against unjust aggressors. It is true for those
fighting addictions, fighting loneliness, struggling with gender or sexual identity or battling against any unfair
treatment by others because of someone’s prejudice. Any challenge a person faces is most difficult if they
are alone and what is worse, it is more difficult when they are not alone but they certainly feel alone. This
can lead to depression, and in our opinion, is one of the worst lies about any person’s reality.

The good news that God is with us is central to this Christmas season. May the Holy Spirit give you
the grace to encounter Christ so that your awareness of His presence is undeniable all through your day.
Our Church services and family traditions speak of his presence when we encounter each other, for indeed
we encounter Christ in each other, especially those who face mental or physical distress. In turn, may your
awareness of His presence be a light to those who struggle to dwell on this important truth. He is the one
who loves us and gives us hope in the midst of all we experience.

May your celebration of this profound truth this Christmas be a time to encounter Jesus Christ in
your spouse, in your family members, in your parish that is Vibrant because you are part of it. May you be
aware of the presence of the Jesus, Mary and Joseph that give us the gift of the Holy Family present in your
personal and parish family. And may this awareness bear fruit in your life throughout 2020.

God is with us! Christ is Born!
Sincerely in Christ,

+Lawrence Huculak, OSBM Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg

+Michael Wiwchar, CSsR Eparch Emeritus of Saskatoon

+Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM Eparch Emeritus of New Westminster

+David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton

+Stephen Chmilar, Eparch Emeritus of Toronto

+Ken Nowakowski, Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster

+Bryan Bayda, CSsR Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon and Administrator of Eparchy of Toronto



